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One People
Good Morning, My name is Ben O’Brien. I’m from Bendigo, my family traces back to Ireland, Malta and England – I’m not Aboriginal Australian. I do feel a sense of debt to the Aboriginal people though. That’s what’s brought me here today.
As a people, and a culture, the Aboriginal People have endured hardship after hardship. They’re the victims of crime, discrimination, and racism-even today. Without a doubt there is a difference between the Aboriginal people and the non-aboriginal Australian’s such as myself. 
Our challenge as a country is to recognise, and to reconcile. As Prime Minister Paul Keating said in his Redfern address of 1993, I paraphrase: part of the challenge is to recognise that they are one of us.
On the subject of reconciliation he said, “It begins with an act of Recognition. We took the traditional lands and smashed the traditional way of life. We brought the diseases and the alcohol, we committed the murders, we took the children from their mothers, and we practised discrimination and exclusion. 
It’s no coincidence that the people of Australia didn’t always respect our Aboriginal Australians – the laws had the same view. Up until 1967, they were classified as ‘flora and fauna’ – meaning that the federal government didn’t have any authority over the Aboriginal people. Section 127 of the Australian Constitution read: “In reckoning the numbers of the people of the Commonwealth, or of a State or other part of the Commonwealth, aboriginal natives shall not be counted.” 
And as you know, they were not allowed to vote either, but were sent off to war to fight for our country. 
Now that’s not the only part of the Constitution where the Aboriginals were let down. The Constitution, on how the commonwealth was formed, simply says that on January 1st 1901, the six British colonies became the six states of Australia. – No mention of the first peoples what so ever. 
What annoys me, is that even as late as 2007, no Australian Parliament had said sorry for the mistreatment of the Aboriginal People in the stolen generation. Every Parliament either resisted or created a way of avoiding it. John Howard refused to apologise because he said it would create an opportunity for Aboriginals to sue the government for mistreatments of their people. 
I know that in 2007, John Howard said that if he was re-elected he would hold a referendum to include a pre-amble in the constitution that would recognise Aboriginal Australians as the first people of the land. This has been coalition policy ever since. 
As we know from the incredibly catchy ‘Kevin 07’ campaign, Howard wasn’t re-elected. Nonetheless, as opposition leader before the election, Kevin 07 pledged full support of the proposal-regardless of the election result and it’s been ALP policy ever since.
In 2008 Prime Minister Rudd was given a statement that basically said: Can you get that constitutional recognition started please. – Upon receiving this, he again pledged his support to the movement. His first act as Prime Minister was to make a National Apology to the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. He said: “And for the indignity and degradation thus inflicted on a proud people and a proud culture, we say sorry.
We the Parliament of Australia respectfully request that this apology be received in the spirit in which it is offered as part of the healing of the nation.”
It was in this very speech that he highlighted the necessity of including Aboriginal Australians in the constitution as the first people – It’s for the dignity of the people and the culture- the oldest in the world. 
But moving on, Julia Gillard went on to say ‘step aside Kevin 07, its 2010’. Ms Gillard set up an expert panel to advise on a change to the constitution and a process through which it can be successfully voted in. Unfortunately in September 2012 the panel recommended that the referendum be postponed due to concern that there was not sufficient popularity to hold it.
At the moment there are is a committee of MP’s from both parties set up who are working towards holding a referendum. This committee has suggested that the referendum be held no later than the 2016 election.
There are currently sub committees touring the country, in a bid to get voters’ support for the movement. 
To those of you out there that are unsure whether or not to vote yes for Aboriginal Recognition I ask:
· Please consider that this is the oldest culture in the world, a culture that was basically in perfect health before we arrived.
· We proceeded to take over their land as though they didn’t even exist.
· A war was fought right here on this very land, and yet in history books we are told there was no resistance.
· 122 years later, a constitution is written.
· This document is said to be the birth certificate of a nation, yet the people who have been living here for 40,000 years before white settlement, weren’t recognised in the story of the nation.
· Implying their existence either didn’t happen or that it was not important.
· This is a proud culture. Please right the wrongs, please support Aboriginal Recognition.

On the topic of voting yes, I leave you with a quote from Archie Roach, a musician who was taken away as part of the stolen generation himself. He said:
 
And one day we’ll be able to talk about not the Stolen Generations or this generation or that, but we can start talking about the healed generation.”
· Archie Roach.
Thankyou.

